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Environment (vocabulary) 

 

Useful English vocabulary, phrases and terms relating to the environment 

 

Word Definition 

A 

Acid rain Acid rain is rain mixed with sulphuric, nitric and other acids 

formed by gases released into the atmosphere when fossil fuels 

are burned (factory smoke, cars, etc.).  Acid rain is considered 

responsible for damaging forests and crops, and is particularly 

harmful to fish and other aquatic life in rivers and lakes. 

Air quality the cleanliness of the air we breathe 

Arid Land or climate that is extremely dry due to very low rainfall.  

Agriculture in arid regions is impossible without irrigation. 

Asbestos A fire-resistant mineral once used in insulation and home 

products that can cause respiratory diseases 

Asthma Asthma is a chronic respiratory disorder which is characterized 

byshortness of breath, wheezing, coughing and tightness of the 

chest. Asthma often arises from allergies or can be caused by 

exposure o polluted environments. 

Awareness Consciousness that a condition or event exists. 

B 

Ban Forbid or prohibit something. 

Biodegradable Capable of being broken down or decomposed by natural 

biological processes.  The term is used to refer to 

"environmentally friendly" products. Many chemicals, food 

scraps, cotton, wool, and paper are bio-degradable; plastics and 

polyester generally are not. 

Biodiversity The number and variety of plant and animal species that exist in a 

particular environmental area or in the world generally, or the 

problem of preserving and protecting this. 

Biotechnology The application of technology to the study or manipulation of 

living things  in areas such as agricultural production, hybrid 

plant development,  medicine, environmental research, etc. 

C 

Carbon 

footprint 

A measure of the effect that human activities have on the climate  

(measured in units of carbon dioxide). 

Carcinogenic 

Carcinogen 

Capable of causing cancer. A substance that may cause cancer in 

animals or humans. 

C0 Carbon monoxide: a colourless, odourless, poisonous gas, 

produced  by incomplete burning of organic materials such as oil, 

coal, and wood. 

C02 Carbon dioxide: a colourless, odourless, non-poisonous gas that 
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is a normal part of the air. It is absorbed by plants and exhaled by 

humans and animals. Burning fossil fuels (coal, oil, wood) 

increases carbon dioxide. Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas that 

contributes to global warming. 

Climate change  Climate change, which is often called global warming, refers to 

changes in weather patterns including:  

- a rise in global temperatures; 

- changes in rainfall patterns, which result in flooding and 

droughts; 

- a rise in sea level.  

Climate changes can be caused both by natural forces and by 

human activities. 

Compost A mixture of decaying organic matter, such as leaves, wood and 

manure. Compost is used in gardening and agriculture to fertilize 

and enrich the soil. 

Conservation Protecting, maintaining or improving natural resources, to keep 

them  safe from destruction or degradation and conserve them for 

future generations. Clean rivers and lakes, wilderness areas, 

wildlife, healthy soil, and clean air are natural resources 

D 

Dead zone Area of water containing low levels of oxygen in which fish, 

plants and other aquatic life find it difficult to survive. 

Deforestation Destruction of forests to make land for agriculture. Cutting down 

trees, which provide oxygen and absorb carbon dioxide, is seen 

as a cause of increased greenhouse effect. Deforestation also 

entails the destruction of animal habitats. 

Desalinisation Desalinisation is the removal of salts from saline water to obtain 

fresh water suitable for animal and human consumption, or for 

irrigation. 

Desertification The change from once fertile land into desert as a result of factors 

including climatic variations and human activities (overgrazing 

by animals, deforestation, poor irrigation practices). 

Disposable Refers to material designed to be thrown away after use. 

Disposable 

products 

Describes an item that is intended to be thrown away after use. 

For example: disposable nappies 

Drought   A prolonged period of abnormal dryness, with little or no 

rainfall. 

Dump   Location where garbage, rubbish or waste is taken and just 

dumped, without environmental controls. Problems associated 

with dumps include multiplication of disease- carrying organisms 

together with air and water pollution. 

E 

Ecology The study of the relationship of living things (plants, animals and 
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humans) with each other and with their environment. 

Ecosystem A community of plants, animals and other organisms living in an 

area which provides what they need in order to survive. The 

different species depend on the environment and the environment 

depends on them. An ecosystem can be as small as a tiny pool or 

as large as a huge desert. 

Emission The release or discharge into the air of pollutant substances such 

as gas or smoke. 

Endangered 

species 

Animals and plants in danger of becoming extinct. 

Environment The  surroundings and external conditions that affect the growth 

and development of living things 

Extiction Many species of animals and plants are in danger of/threatened 

with extinction (=being destroyed so that they no longer exist) 

F 

Food chain A representation of the relationship between plants and animals 

showing what eats what (for example : grass, mouse, snake). 

Energy is passed from one organism to another through the food 

chain. 

Fossil fuels Fuels that are formed in the ground from the remains of dead 

plants and animals.  Oil, natural gas and coal are all fossil fuels. 

Fossil fuels are not a renewable resource. Once consumed they 

are gone forever. When burned, they are a major cause of  

greenhouse gases and global warming. 

Fungi (plural of 

fungus) 

Plantlike organisms, without leaves or roots, that lack 

chlorophyll, so they must obtain their nutrients from their 

environment.  Mildew, yeast and mushrooms are fungi. 

Fumes Strong, unpleasant and sometimes dangerous gas or smoke. 

Petrol fumes always make me feel ill. 

Fungicide A pesticide used to control or destroy fungi on food or grain 

crops.   

G 

Genetic 

engineering 

(GE) 

Technology used to modify the genetic material of a cell or 

organism in order to produce desired effects or traits and to 

eliminate undesirable ones 

Genetic 

modification 

Genetically 

Modified (GM) 

Modification of the characteristics of an organism by inserting 

genes from another organism into its DNA. (also called genetic 

engineering). 

Global warming A gradual warming of the earth's surface temperature reportedly 

caused by the emission of gases that trap the sun's heat in the 

earth's atmosphere. The burning of fossil fuels releases carbon 

dioxide, methane, and other greenhouse gases into the 
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atmosphere. These gases form a blanket around the earth (similar 

to the walls of a  greenhouse), holding heat and raising 

temperatures on the ground.  Climate change is believed to be 

linked to global warming. 

Greenhouse 

effect 

An increase in the amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other 

gases in the atmosphere which is believed to be the cause of a 

gragual warming of the surface of the Earth.  

Greenhouse 

gases   

Greenhouse gases are gases that trap the heat of the sun in the 

earth's atmosphere, producing the greenhouse effect. The result is 

an increase in the temperature of the earth’s surface. Greenhouse 

gases include water vapour, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous 

oxide, and ozone. 

Green peace An organization that fights for the protection of the environment. 

Ground water Water found below the surface of the land, usually in porous rock 

formations. Ground water is the source of water found in wells 

and springs and is frequently used for drinking. 

H 

Habitat The natural home of a plant or animal. 

Herbicide A chemical used to kill or prevent the growth of unwanted plants. 

Holes in ozone 

layer 

Ozone layer is a layer of the chemical ozone in the earth’s 

atmosphere that blocks harmful rays from the sun. Reasons: a) 

satellites and rockets launching, b) CFCs gases from aerosol cans 

I 

Insecticide A pesticide compound used to kill or prevent the growth of 

insects. 

Irradiation A process that uses radiation to reduce or destroy bacteria and 

germs in food products in order to prevent illnesses and to 

lengthen the shelf life of the products. Some people are unsure of 

the long-term health effects of irradiated food. 

L 

Landfill A landfill is an area designated to receive household garbage, 

solid waste and construction debris. Also referred to as a garbage 

dump. 

M 

Methane An odourless, colourless, flammable gas formed when organic 

matter decomposes. More than 80% of methane comes from 

human activities such as burning fossil fuels. 

N 

Nuclear energy Energy produced by the process of nuclear reaction (fission or 

fusion) inside a nuclear reactor, or by radioactive decay. 

O 

Oilrig Structure used in drilling for oil or gas   

Organic General term used for a type of gardening or agriculture using no 
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chemical or synthetic fertilizers or pesticides. 

Oil slick A layer of oil that is floating over a large area of the surface of 

the sea, usually because an accident has caused it to escape from 

a ship or container. 

P 

Pesticide Substance that repels or kills plant or animal pests. Herbicides, 

insecticides, fungicides, etc. are all pesticides. 

 

Plume A visible or measurable concentration of a contaminant from a 

given point of origin. 

Pollution Contamination of the air, water, or soil with substances that can 

cause harm to human health or the environment. 

R 

Reduce  To make smth smaller or less in size, amount. For example: 

reduce consumption of electricity. 

Recycle  To treat waste materials such as newspapers and bottles so 

thatthey can be used again. 

Renewable 

energy  

describes a form of energy that can be produced as quickly as it 

is used. Renewable energy sources: wind energy, solar energy, 

geothermal energy, tidal energy etc. 

Reuse  To use something again to save the environment. For example 

bags and bottles. 

S 

Septic tank An underground storage tank for wastes from homes not 

connected to a municipal sewer system 

Sewarage  Waste and used water that is carried away from buildings through 

passages and pipes 

Smog Originally smog meant a mixture of smoke and fog. Today, it is 

used for any kind of air pollution found in cities, including dust, 

smoke, exhaust gases or chemical fumes. 

Surface water Water above the surface of the earth, including lakes, rivers, seas, 

streams, ponds, floodwater etc. 

Sustainable 

development 

Economic development which ensures that the use of resources 

and the environment today does not compromise the needs of 

future generations. 

T 

Tsunami An extremely large wave caused by movement of the Earth under 

the sea, often caused by an earthquake ( when the Earth shake) 

U 

Unleaded petrol Describes a type of petrol or other substance that does not 

contain lead. 

Use up natural 

resources 

The degradation of natural resources because of human pressure 
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V 

Volatile Any substance that evaporates quickly. 

Volcano A mountain with a large circular hole at the top through which 

lava (= hot liquid rock), gases, steam and dust are or have been 

forced out. Erupting volcanoes discharge massive quantities of 

dust into the stratosphere. 

Waste Anything that is unwanted or unused and is thrown away. 

Wetlands Areas of marshy or swampy ground, or any land area that tends 

to be regularly wet or flooded. Wetlands are among the most 

fertile, natural ecosystems in the world and often host plants, 

birds and animals specially adapted to life in very wet conditions. 

Wind farm Large open site on which a number of wind turbines generate 

wind power electricity for private or commercial use. 

Wind turbine A device for converting wind energy into electrical energy.  A 

wind turbine typically has one, two or three blades. 

 

 Text 1 

 

OZONE 

 

 
 

In 1928, Thomas Midgley, a scientist and engineer in America, found a way 

to use chlorofluorcarbons (CFCs) as a refrigerant. They proved to be a valuable 

compound, stable, non-poisonous, non-corrosive, non-flammable. 

Their low thermal conductivity made them ideal for coolants in refrigerators 

and air-conditioners. In the Second World War, CFCs were widely used as cleaning 

solvents and in plastic foam for food and drink containers, and the insulation of 

buildings. 
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These are the products which, doubling in output every ten years, have 

contributed to the destruction of the ozone layer, the thin veil in the stratosphere 

which protects animals and plants from disease and, possibly, extinction. 

Other man-made chemicals, apart from CFCs, are eating ozone molecules. 

Among them are halon gases used in fire extinguishers, aerosols, and refrigerators 

and two compounds widely used as solvents: methyl chloroform and carbon 

tetrachloride. Their combined reaction on the ozone layer is devastating, allowing 

ultraviolet rays from the sun, known as UV-Bs, to bombard the earth. 

UV-Bs causes skin cancer. Medical journals in Australia say two-thirds of the 

population alive today will develop some form of skin cancer. More than 250,000 of 

the continent's 16 million inhabitants will develop the deadliest of all, malignant 

melanoma. 

UV-Bs can damage the immune system and leave you open to infectious 

diseases. They damage your eyes, burning the cornea, injuring the retina and 

generating cataracts. In southern Chile, blindness has begun to strike humans, 

sheep, rabbits and horses. The radiation kills off the plankton on which larger sea 

creatures depend, and in southern Chile a 12 per cent reduction in plankton has been 

measured. 

The scientists who know about the ozone layer are worried. They give three 

reasons for their pessimism: 

- ozone depletion is now general over the globe, and occurring twice as fast 

as had been predicted: according to reports, in the first two months of this year, 

parts of the ozone layer shrank by 20 per cent, and levels of chlorine, the ozone-

eating chemical, were 70 times higher than normal; 

- depletion is now being caused by the CFCs released in the mid-1970s, and 

so the chemicals being released now will endanger our children; 

- no one knows what the cumulative effects of the depletion of the ozone 

layer will be, but they do know that things from now on are going to change very 

quickly indeed. 

 

1) Which title would best suit the passage? 

a) CFCs: from Coolers to Cancers. 

b) The Ozone Layer. 

c) UV-B and Skin Cancer. 

d) Worries about the Ozone Layer. 

2) As CFCs are non-corrosive, they don't 

a) poison food. 

b) cause explosions. 

c) eat metals. 

d) damage plastics. 

3) CFCs were used in drink containers because they 

a) are easily moulded. 

b) are light-weight 

c) don't conduct heat. 
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d) are stable compounds. 

4) How rapidly was the use of CFCs increasing? 

a) Doubling every decade. 

b) Doubling every year. 

c) Twice as much each year. 

d) Ten per cent every year. 

5) A solvent is used in 

a) cooking. 

b) lubricating. 

c) cleaning. 

d) sterilising. 

6) "Bombard" is a word normally used with reference to 

a) artillery fire. 

b) heavyweight boxing. 

c) solar radiation. 

d) laser technology. 

7) The opposite of "malignant" is 

a) neutral. 

b) benevolent. 

c) healthy. 

d) salubrious. 

8) According to the text, in southern Chile, as a result of UV-B 

a) fish stocks are falling. 

b) fish are going blind. 

c) fish are subject to disease. 

d) fish food has been depleted. 

10) Our children are in danger because 

a) CFCs take time to attack the ozone layer. 

b) CFCs are used more than ever. 

c) CFCs are cumulative. 

d) chlorine levels are rising. 

 

 Text 2 

Water, Air and Soil Contamination (Pollution) 

 

Pollution is an environmental concern for people throughout the world. One 

university study suggests that pollutants in the water, air, and soil cause up to 40% 

of the premature deaths in the world's population. The majority of these deaths 

occur in developing countries. 

Water in many third world countries is contaminated with toxic chemicals, 

also known as toxins. The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 1.1 

billion people have little or no access to clean water. In many of these regions the 

water that is used for drinking, cooking, and washing is the same water that is used 

for dumping sewage and hazardous waste. Most developing countries cannot afford 
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water treatment facilities. Approximately 80% of infectious diseases in the world 

are caused by contaminated water. 

 

 
 

Air pollution is a growing problem throughout the world. Indoor air pollution 

is one of the leading causes of lung cancer. Families in developing countries use 

open stoves for cooking and heating their homes. These homes do not have 

proper ventilation. The smoke, which is full of chemicals and carcinogens, gets 

trapped inside where families eat and sleep. Outdoor pollution also causes disease 

and illness, especially in industrial cities such as Beijing, China, where cancer is the 

leading cause of death. China relies heavily on coal, which is considered the dirtiest 

source of energy. According to the European Union, only 1% of urban dwellers in 

China breathe clean air on an average day. Neighbouring countries including Japan 

and Korea receive much of China's pollution in the form of acid rain. This pollution 

results mainly from the coal powered factories, which produce inexpensive goods 

for North American and European consumers. Outdoor air pollution is also a 

concern in many wealthy countries. Those who live and work in urban centres such 

as Los Angeles or Toronto experience many warm days beneath a layer of smog. 

Soil pollution is also a major concern, both in industrial and developing 

countries. Pollutants such as metals and pesticides seep into the earth's soil and 

contaminate the food supply. Soil pollution causes major health risks to entire 

ecosystems. This type of pollution reduces the amount of land suitable for 

agricultural production and contributes to global food shortages. Dumping of 

industrial and domestic waste products produces much of the world's soil pollution, 

though natural disasters can also add to the problem. In wealthy countries such as 

the US, protection agencies monitor the food supply. The public is generally warned 

before major health outbreaks occur. Developing countries do not have this luxury. 
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Farmers in poor nations grow food in contaminated soil both to earn a living and to 

avoid starvation. 

As more people move to urban centres, premature deaths caused by pollution 

are expected to increase worldwide. Today, the developed nations who achieved 

their wealth at the expense of the environment will be held accountable for 

protecting the earth's resources for future generations. 

 

 1) Vocabulary quiz: 

a) Garbage that requires careful disposal is called ___ waste. 

b)  This is a form of precipitation that contains pollution. 

c) Something that is one of the most important issues or concerns is a ___. 

d) Windows and fans provide important ___. 

e) ___ regions are often contaminated with air pollution. 

 

2) Answer the questions: 

a) According to the article, what causes 40% of the world's premature deaths? 

a) Which is the main cause of lung cancer in third world countries? 

b) What is the main reason people die of waterborne illnesses? 

c) According to the article, where is cancer the leading cause of death?  

d) Which are mentioned as a source of soil pollution? 

 

3) Pollution Discussion 

a) How is the quality of water in your hometown? Do you think water will 

become cleaner or more polluted in your area in the future? Provide reasons for 

your predictions. 

b) Have you ever been to a city that had poor air quality? Describe your 

experience. 

c) Do you think developing nations such as China should be more 

environmentally conscious? Is it their right to achieve wealth as other nations did in 

the past? 

d) Do you think pollution will ever drive people back out into rural areas? 

e) What role should wealthy nations such as the US have in caring for the 

environment in comparison to poor nations? 

f) Natural disasters such as volcanoes, forest fires, and hurricanes send fossil 

fuels into the atmosphere and spread pollution. Why do you think nature acts this 

way? 

 

 Text 3 

Plastic Bags 

 

  Twelve years ago, oceanographer Captain Charlie Moore was skippering his 

yacht the Alguita in the North Pacific. He sailed into a mass of floating plastic 

rubbish which took him and his crew a week to cross. This floating rubbish dump is 

now called the Great Pacific Garbage Patch and doubles the size of the USA. 
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The United Nations says there are now 18,000 pieces of plastic in every 

square kilometre of sea everywhere in the world. A walk along any beach will give 

you some idea of the seriousness of plastic pollution. 

       The trouble is, when we throw out plastic 

with the trash, the plastic doesn’t go away. 

Plastic does not biodegrade. It photo degrades 

into smaller and smaller particles which then 

enter the food chain. Plastics contain cancer-

causing chemicals such as vinyl chloride which 

travel along the food chain in increasing 

concentrations and end up in our fish and chips, 

along with hormone disruptors such as 

bisphenol A. Scientists try to tell us that we are 

killing ourselves as well as other animals. At 

least 200 species are, as I speak, being killed by plastic. Whales, dolphins, turtles 

and albatross confuse floating plastic, especially shopping bags and six pack rings, 

with jellyfish. A dead Minke whale, washed up on a Normandy beach, was found to 

have eaten plastic bags from supermarkets and had died a dreadful death. 

8% of all the world’s oil production is for plastic. According to the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency, companies manufacture 5 billion plastic 

bags a year. Of all the plastic produced annually, half is for packaging which gets 

thrown out with the trash a few minutes after purchase. And 10% of all rubbish is 

plastic bags which take from 400 to 1000 years to degrade. Less than one per cent 

of plastic bags are recycled and only 4% of all other plastic waste, the reason being 

it is simply too expensive to do. 

The same lobbies that work against electric vehicles and renewable energies, 

put governments under pressure not to act against plastic pollution. This is because 

plastic represents 8% of all the world’s oil production. These lobbies, acting on 

behalf of oil companies, represent an unsustainable approach to profit. To 

paraphrase the Cree Indian prophecy, only when we have wiped everything out will 

we realise that money cannot be eaten. 

Some countries have rebelled and banned plastic bags. And the first was 

brave Bangladesh. Then China took the same decision and, according to CNN Asia, 

saves itself 37 million barrels of oil a year. Botswana, Canada, Israel, Kenya, 

Rwanda, Singapore and South Africa have also banned plastic bags. Notice how 

many of the world’s richest countries are not on this list. It’s an absolute disgrace. 

Alright, then  if we can’t use plastic bags, how do we carry home the 

shopping? Take a back pack or a folding shopping trolley. Change supermarket to 

one that provides biodegradable bags, made from potato starch for example. Use 

consumer power. 

Personally speaking, what I need to find now, is a supermarket that sells 

biodegradable bin liners, otherwise I still end up using plastic. I recently spent a 

week in New Zealand on honeymoon and saw that everyone was using special 

paper bin liners. I wish we did something similar here in Spain. 
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Think globally, act locally. A small Australian town is now one step ahead of 

the rest of the world. The inhabitants of Bundanoon in New South Wales have 

banned plastic bottles from the town. We need to follow their example and 

eliminate plastic from our lives, take care of the earth and vote for people we think 

will do the same. 

 

1) The writer says that we can get an idea of how much plastic rubbish there 

is in the oceans 

a) by taking a walk along any beach. 

b) by sailing across the Pacific. 

c) by looking at the sea. 

d) by travelling across the USA. 

2) The reader learns that toxic chemicals get into our food 

a) when plastic becomes small enough to enter our food chain. 

b) from plastic bags from supermarkets. 

c) because plastic does not biodegrade. 

d) because other animals are being killed by plastic. 

3) In the last sentence of the third paragraph, what does 'it' refer to? 

a)  plastic bags. 

b) plastic waste. 

c)  recycling. 

d) money. 

4) Which of the following best explains the Cree Indian prophecy? 

a)  People are greedy. 

b)  If we destroy our environment, we will destroy ourselves. 

c) Oil companies are polluting the earth. 

d)  Money isn't food. 

5) In the fifth paragraph the writer is angry because 

a) countries aren't saving enough oil. 

b)  Most of the countries are African. 

c)  not many of the world's richest countries have banned plastic bags. 

d) not many countries have banned plastic bags. 

6) What does the reader learn about New Zealand? 

a) People use biodegradable bags for the rubbish. 

b) The writer was on holiday there. 

c) The supermarkets don't have plastic bags. 

d)  It is a nuclear free country. 

7) In the final paragraph the writer advises us to 

a)  visit Australia. 

b) stop voting. 

c)  take individual action. 

d) stop buying plastic bottles. 

 Text 4 

Habitat Destruction 
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Read the text below and decide which answer A, B, C or D best fits each 

space. There is an example at the beginning (0). 

 

0          A environs       B place            C environment                         D ground 

All over the world, people are changing the face of the Earth. Wild areas are 

cleared for farming and to build roads and expand cities. Our factories, cars and 

power stations poison the 0) __C__ with polluting gases and chemical 1) ____ . As 

well as transforming the environment, we are destroying habitats, the homes of  2) 

____ plants and animals. 

Living things have evolved  3) ____  millions of years. Many animals and 

plants can only 4) ____  in certain environments. When 5) ____  areas are 

destroyed, wildlife cannot always (6) ____ to the new conditions and some species 

may 7) ____ . Thousands of species of plants and animals face extinction because of 

human activities. 

People can also 8) ____  from habitat destruction. When forests are 9) ____ 

earth is washed away, this causes crop failure and starvation. There is the future to 

consider, too; plants provide essential food and can also be used in medicines. If 

species 10) ____ extinct, their potential value will never be known. 

The scale of destruction is enormous. Swamps, forests, grasslands and jungles 

are being cleared at an increasing  11) ____ . Half of the world's tropical rainforests 

have  12) ____ been destroyed. Coral reefs, called the rainforests of the ocean 

because they are so rich in life, are 13) ____  around the world. We must limit the 

14) ____ to habitats now 15) ____ they remain a valuable resource for the future. 

 

1) a) rubbish  b) nonsense   c) remains  d) waste 

2) a) both  b) each   c) every  d) either 

3)  a) over  b) in    c) during  d) since 

4) a) persist  b) survive   c) go   d) attend 

5) a) so   b) this   c) such  d) that 

6) a) adapt  b) use    c) stand  d) bear 

7) a) fade out  b) die out   c) give out  d) run out 

8) a) experience b) feel   c) suffer  d) damage 
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9) cut down  b) pulled down  c) put down  d)struck down 

10) a) get   b) die    c) result  d) become 

11) a) degree  b) rate   c) extent  d) index 

12) a) still  b) even   c) already  d) yet 

13) a) threatened b) violated   c) wasted  d) spoilt 

14) injury   b) hurt   c) damage  d) pain 

15) a) so that  b) in order to  c) in case  d) as a result 

 

 Text 5 

Environmental problems 

 

 
 

The world's scientists have given their harsh warning yet that failure to cut 

greenhouse gas emissions will bring devastating climate change within a few 

decades. As droughts affect more areas for more prolonged periods, it is estimated 

that global food production will fall by 10%. Conversely, we are experiencing more 

powerful hurricanes which result in both human tragedy and costly damage to 

infrastructure. There are dire predictions of 80 million people being exposed to 

malaria and 2,5 billion to dengue fever. 

 The 2007 report the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)* 

concludes that average temperatures could increase by as much as 6,4°C by the end 

of the century if emissions continue to rise at the present rate. However, they do 
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concede that a rise of 4°C is more likely. The forecast is still higher than previous 

estimates because scientists have discovered that the Earth is less able to absorb 

carbon dioxide than previously believed. 

 What would a 4°C increase in temperature mean? According to the IPCC, it 

would wipe out hundreds of species, bring extreme food and water shortages in 

vulnerable countries and hundreds of millions of people would be displaced as a 

result of catastrophic flooding. As warming is likely to be more severe towards the 

poles, the melting of the Greenland and west Antarctic ice sheets would accelerate. 

 Dr. Wainwright explained that the 2007 report painted a gloomier picture 

than the 2001 report because scientists have discovered "feedbacks" in the global 

carbon cycle that seem to be adding to the amount of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere and producing a cumulative effect. She goes on to suggest that this 

could mean at least another 1°C should be added to present estimates. Moreover, 

Dr. Wainwright concludes that there is little room for doubt that human activity is to 

blame for the global warming. 

 However, Mark Gibson of Environment Watch goes to great lengths to point 

out that such an outcome is not inevitable. If there were a significant switch to clean 

and resource efficient technologies, we should cut expected temperature rises by 

half. He stresses that what is needed is international political commitment to take 

action - something which has been absent so far.  

 

 1) The greenhouse gas emissions 

 a) will cause devastating changes in future. 

 b) are devastating. 

 c) will be devastating for nature. 

 d) are not dangerous yet. 

 2) Global food production 

 a) A won't be a problem. 

 b)  will be better by 10%. 

 c) will be affected by 10% . 

 d) will be by 10% bigger. 

 3) The powerful hurricanes 

 a) determine human tragedies. 

 b) cause material damages. 

 c) have no solution . 

 d) cause human tragedies and material damages. 

 4) IPCC says 

 a)  temperature will be affected in future. 

 b) temperature will decrease. 

 c) temperature will be dangerous for people. 

 d) nothing about temperature changes in future. 

 5) Scientists discovered 

 a) that the Earth can absorb more carbon dioxide. 

 b) that the Earth can't absorb carbon dioxide as it did in the past. 
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 c) the Earth has big problems. 

 d) nothing new. 

 6) If temperature increases 

 a) floods will appear. 

 b) animal species disappear. 

 c) hunger may appear. 

 d) hunger and big floods will appear and species will disappear. 

 7) Dr. Wainwright says 

 a)  it's people's fault for global warming. 

 b) we can doubt about people's contribution to global warming. 

 c) global warming is not dangerous yet. 

 d) it's not just the people to blame for global warming. 

 8) Mark Gibson says 

 a) there is no chance for us to stop temperature rises. 

 b) we might be able to cut temperature rises. 

 c)  nothing about temperature cuts. 

 d) we can't find solutions to our problem. 

 9) Mark Gibson considers 

 a) politics can't help. 

 b) politics is not important. 

 c) politics should get involved. 

 d) politics is a cause for our problem. 

 10) Politicians 

 a) have been preoccupied by global warming. 

 b) don't have an opinion. 

 c) showed no interest in global warming. 

 d) wanted to take action. 

 

Text 6 

 

Read the following text and gill in the gaps with an appropriate word.  

 

Where are the rainforests? 

 

 

Rainforests once occupied almost all the land around the Equator, (1)____ 

there is hot sun and rainfall almost every day. In these hot, wet areas, trees and 

(2)____ kinds of vegetation grow fast, feeding massive numbers (3)____ insects 

and animals. 

Until recently, the rainforests filled river valleys in warmer countries (4)____ 

Australia. They climbed hillsides of great mountain chains (5)____ as the South 

American Andes, and covered islands (6)____ Borneo to the West Indies. 
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In West Africa, the rainforests cover (7)____ wide strip of the coast from 

Sierra Leone to Gabon. In the last century these forests (8)____ mostly uninhabited. 

The Europeans arrived and soon began chopping (9)                the trees for timber 

and to make way for massive plantations of cocoa, peanuts and cotton. 

Today, two thirds of the West African forests (10)____ gone. But elsewhere 

in Central Africa it (11)____ still possible to find huge undisturbed forests. 

Nineteenth century explorers along (12)____  River Zaire called Africa the 'dark 

continent'. Even today (13)____ are no roads in some places. The inhabitants 

include pygmies, (14)____ are trying to lead (15)____ lives in harmony with the 

forest. 

 

 Text 7 

 

Facts you should know about global warming - Part 1 

 

Fact 1  

In 1996, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 

representing 2,500 scientists, released a major assessment on climate change. The 

3600-page report reduces many of the uncertainties surrounding the issue. Scientists 

are now more confident than ever that the emission of greenhouse gases through 

human activities is contributing to global warming. This will lead to climate change 

next century, with potentially disastrous impacts on biodiversity, coasts, agriculture, 

water and health.  

Fact 2 

The greenhouse effect is a natural phenomenon – if it weren’t for the natural 

greenhouse effect the Earth would be some 33°C cooler than it is at present. The 

planet is warm enough for complex life because naturally occurring gases 

(including carbon dioxide (CO 2) and water vapour) trap heat which would 

otherwise escape into space. The problem is that human activity – including 

combustion of fossil fuels and land clearing – is adding to these gases faster than 

oceans, plants and soil can absorb them. This is unnaturally ‘enhancing’ the 
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greenhouse effect. Since the industrial revolution, the concentration of carbon 

dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, has increased by 30 per cent. Long-substantiated 

laws of physics tell us that, given we are altering the energy balance of the 

atmosphere; this will impact on the world’s temperature and climate.  

 

 
 

Fact 3  

The measured increase in temperature of about 0.3-0.6°C this century is 

consistent with the latest climate model predictions. The 1980s was the warmest 

decade on record, with 1990, 1991 and 1995 the three warmest years on record. 

This is not to say that the warming trend is the consequence of the enhanced 

greenhouse effect. However, recent studies show that the warming trend this 

century is unlikely to be due to natural phenomena such as increased solar output. 

The IPCC has now stated that ‘the balance of evidence suggests that there is 

discernible human influence on global climate’. 

 

1) What is the main point of Fact One? 

a) Most scientists believe that global warming is caused by human activity. 

b) Scientists write a lot of reports. 

c) The situation has changed a lot since 1996. 

d) Our health will be damaged in the next century. 

2) Essentially, what does the 3600-page report do?  

a) It does not say anything new. 

b) It uses a lot of paper. 

c)  It helps make the global warming problem clearer. 



23 
 

d) It shows how the problem can be fixed next century. 

3) Which statement about the greenhouse effect is true? 

a) There was no greenhouse effect until humans created it. 

b) Oceans, plants and soil created the greenhouse effect. 

c) The greenhouse effect is not important for the planet. 

d) The greenhouse effect occurs naturally. 

4) Which statement is closest to what the text says?  

a) The main greenhouse has increased by thirty times since the Industrial 

revolution. 

b) Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is thirty times higher than it was before 

the industrial revolution. 

c) There is no evidence to show that there have been any changes in carbon 

dioxide levels since the industrial revolution. 

d) Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has increased by almost one-third since 

the Industrial Revolution. 

5) Which is the best paragraph heading for Fact Three? 

a) The Earth's temperature increase could be predicted 

b) There is not enough evidence. 

c) The Sun's heat causes the most problems. 

d) The temperature increase is too small.  
 

 Text 8 

 

Facts you should know about global warming - Part 2 

 

Fact 4 

Global warming predictions are based on computer models and analysis of 

climate change that has occurred in the past. Global warming and climate change 

predictions are based on two major sources. Complex computer models (known as 

global circulation models) are able to simulate the broad features of the climate 

system including atmospheric and ocean circulations. These models can now 

simulate the present climate and have greatly improved scientists’ ability to 

distinguish between natural and human influences on the climate. The most recent 

climate models predict an increase in global average temperatures of 1.5-3.5°C for a 

doubling in the atmospheric concentration of greenhouse gases. The average rate of 

warming would be greater than at any time in the history of civilization. Analysis of 

air trapped in glacier ice confirms the model predictions. The analysis reveals that 

past changes in temperature are closely correlated to changes in carbon dioxide (CO 

2) in the atmosphere.  

Fact 5  

Global warming will lead to a rise in the sea level. The IPCC has projected 

that sea levels will rise by between 15 and 95 cm next century, with a best estimate 

of 50 cm. Sea level rise will be principally due to thermal expansion of the oceans 
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and also some melting of glaciers. The sea level will continue to rise after next 

century, even if the concentrations of greenhouse gases are stabilized by that time.  

Fact 6  

Human-induced climate change is different to past natural climate 

change.Natural climate variability is an ongoing phenomenon – scientific analysis 

suggests temperatures have changed by a number of degrees in recent geological 

history. It is important to recognize, though, that present-day stresses on natural 

ecosystems from human activity will mean the resilience of ecosystems to the 

changes will be much less than in the past. Furthermore, both the rate and the level 

of global warming will be greater than any time in the last 10,000 years. Past global 

and regional climate changes, have resulted in social and cultural upheaval – in 

some cases contributing to the collapse of civilizations.  

Fact 7  

The costs of global warming will outweigh the benefits. The nature and 

extent of the impacts of global warming are still uncertain. However, the IPCC has 

made it clear that many of the world’s ecological and human systems are extremely 

vulnerable to the predicted global warming, in particular ecosystems and societies 

that are already subject to environmental, economic and cultural stresses. The IPCC 

has also stated that future climate changes may involve ‘surprises’. Some 

commentators have suggested that because some regions or industries may benefit 

in the short term from climate change – for example, wheat yields could improve in 

Canada – then there is no need to be concerned about the issue. This suggestion is 

based on a false assumption that climate change will be a one-off event. Unless the 

level of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is stabilized, though, human-induced 

climate change will continue to occur and benefits may only be transient. 

Furthermore, the suggestion ignores the social, economic and environmental 

upheaval that will arise if significant sections of society or ecosystems are unable to 

adapt to climate change.  

Fact 8 

Lack of scientific certainty is not a reason to delay responding to the issue. 

The IPCC has stressed that the level of uncertainty about the climate change issue 

should not be exaggerated. It has also estimated that to stabilize the atmospheric 

concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere will eventually require cutting 

greenhouse gas emissions by between 60 and 80 per cent below current levels. The 

longer we delay cutting emissions, the greater and more rapid are the cuts that will 

be needed in the future. Furthermore, to delay responding is to ignore the 

‘precautionary principle’ of decision making. This principle states that when there is 

a high possibility of major or irreversible environmental or social damage as a 

consequence of human activities, lack of scientific certainty should not be used as a 

justification for not taking action. 

  

1) How do scientists attempt to prove the reliability of climate computer 

models? 

 a) Talk to other scientist. 
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 b) Read books about the history of civilization. 

 c) Analyze the air found in glacier ice. 

 d) Analyze ocean and air movement.  

2) What is the topic of Fact 5?  

 a) The concentration of greenhouse gases. 

 b) The melting of glaciers. 

 c) Greenhouse gas emission in the 22nd Century. 

 d) The rise in sea levels due to global warming. 

3) According to Fact 6, which of these statements is not true? 

a) Climate change has always been part of long been part of the Earth's 

environment. 

b) Present day climate change could be far more destructive than past ones. 

c) Mankind has contributed to the inability of nature to survive climate 

change. 

d) The Earth's temperature is exactly the same today as it was 10,000 years 

ago. 

4) According to Fact 7, global warming:  

 a). will have long term economic benefits for all countries. 

 b) may provide some short-term economic benefits for a few countries and 

industries. 

 c) will not affect the economy of any country. 

 d) will increase industrial output in the future. 

According to fact 8, the lack of scientific certainty about climate change:  

a) means scientist should think about the problem longer. 

 b) means politicians should think about the problem longer. 

 c) is not an excuse for doing nothing about the problem. 

 d) proves that it is not an important problem 

 

 Text 9 

 

        Greenhouse gases arise from a wide range of sources and their increasing 

concentration is largely related to the compound effects of increased population, 

improved living standards and changes in lifestyle. From a current base of 5 billion, 

the United Nations predicts that the global population may stabilize in the twenty-

first century between 8 and 14 billion, with more than 90 per cent of the projected 

increase taking place in the world’s developing nations. The associated activities to 

support that growth, particularly to produce the required energy and food, will cause 

further increases in greenhouse gas emissions. The challenge, therefore, is to attain 

a sustainable balance between population, economic growth and the environment.  

The major greenhouse gas emissions from human activities are carbon 

dioxide (CO 2), methane and nitrous oxide. Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) are the 

only major contributor to the greenhouse effect that does not occur naturally, 

coming from such sources as refrigeration, plastics and manufacture. Coal’s total 
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contribution to greenhouse gas emissions is thought to be about 18 per cent, with 

about half of this coming from electricity generation.  

The worldwide coal industry allocates extensive resources to researching and 

developing new technologies and ways of capturing greenhouse gases. Efficiencies 

are likely to be improved dramatically, and hence CO2 emissions reduced, through 

combustion and gasification techniques which are now at pilot and demonstration 

stages.  

Clean coal is another avenue for improving fuel conversion efficiency. 

Investigations are under way into super-clean coal (35 per cent ash) and ultraclean 

coal (less than 1 per cent ash). Super-clean coal has the potential to enhance the 

combustion efficiency of conventional pulverized fuel power plants. Ultraclean coal 

will enable coal to be used in advanced power systems such as coal-fired gas 

turbines which, when operated in combined cycle, have the potential to achieve 

much greater efficiencies.  

Defendants of mining point out that, environmentally, coal mining has two 

important factors in its favour. It makes only temporary use of the land and 

produces no toxic chemical wastes. By carefully preplanning projects, 

implementing pollution control measures, monitoring the effects of mining and 

rehabilitating mined areas, the 

coal industry minimizes the 

impact on the neighbouring 

community, the immediate 

environment and long-term land 

capability. Dust levels are 

controlled by spraying roads and 

stockpiles, and water pollution is 

controlled by carefully separating 

clean water runoff from runoff 

which contains sediments or salt 

from mine workings. The latter is 

treated and reused for dust 

suppression. Noise is controlled 

by modifying equipment and by 

using insulation and sound 

enclosures around machinery.  

Since mining activities 

represent only a temporary use of 

the land, extensive rehabilitation 

measures are adopted to ensure 

that land capability after mining 

meets agreed and appropriate standards which, in some cases, are superior to the 

land’s pre-mining condition. Where the mining is underground, the surface area can 

be simultaneously used for forests, cattle grazing and crop raising, or even 
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reservoirs and urban development, with little or no disruption to the existing land 

use. In all cases, mining is subject to stringent controls and approvals processes. 

 

1) The global increase in greenhouse gases has been attributed to  

a) industrial pollution in developing countries.  

b) coal mining and electricity generation.  

c) reduced rainfall in many parts of the world.  

d) trends in population and lifestyle.  

2) The proportion of all greenhouse gases created by coal is approximately  

a) 14 per cent.  

b) 18 per cent.  

c) 27 per cent.  

d) 90 per cent.  

3) Current research aims to increase the energy-producing efficiency of coal 

by  

a) burning it at a lower temperature.  

b) developing new gasification techniques.  

c) extracting CO2 from it.  

d) recycling greenhouse gases.  

4) Compared with ordinary coal, new, ‘clean’ coals may generate power  

a) more cleanly and more efficiently.  

b) more cleanly but less efficiently.  

c) more cleanly but at higher cost.  

d) more cleanly but much more slowly.  

5) To control dust at mine sites, mining companies often use  

a) chemicals which may be toxic.  

b) topsoil taken from the site before mining.  

c) fresh water from nearby dams.  

d) runoff water containing sediments 

6) Choose the most suitable title for the text from the list below. Write the 

correct letter, a), b), c) or d), in box 6 on your answer sheet.  

a)  Pollution control in coal mining  

b) The greenhouse effect  

c) The coal industry and the environment  

d) Sustainable population growth 

 

 Text 10  

Wind Power 

 

The power of the wind has been used for centuries to directly drive various 

machines to perform such tasks as grinding wheat or pumping water. Recently, 

however, the wind has joined other natural forces such as water and steam as a 

viable method of generating electricity.  
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Traditional means of electricity 

generation using coal or oil-fueled 

plants have two major drawbacks; 

they pollute the environment and the 

fuels they use are inefficient and non-

renewable. In response to growing 

environmental awareness there have 

been calls for a greener alternative. 

Nuclear power, while more efficient 

and less polluting is seen by many 

people as unacceptable, because of 

the danger of accidents such as those 

that happened at Chernobyl or Three 

Mile Island. Wind power, however, is clean, renewable and, with modern advances, 

surprisingly efficient.  

In the 1970s Britain was in the forefront of research into wind power. The 

interest in wind diminished in the 1980s due to cheap North Sea oil, a strong pro-

nuclear lobby and pricing structures that made it uneconomical to set up wind 

farms. Britain, the windiest country in Europe, had to wait until 1991 for its first 

wind farm. Located at Delabole in Cornwall, the farm was originally the idea of 

locals who opposed the construction of a nuclear power plant nearby and decided to 

set up a private company to generate power for the area using the wind. They had to 

fight opposition from local government and other local residents, who thought the 

turbines, would be noisy and might interfere with television signals, but eventually, 

after showing local officials working wind farms in Denmark, they won and now 

there are 10 huge white wind turbines on the Delabole hills.  

It is in Germany and Denmark that the greatest advances in wind power have 

come. Germany alone produces half of the wind generated electricity in Europe. 

Every year Germany adds 400 Megawatts (Mw) of capacity. In 2000 alone capacity 

expanded by 1669 Mw. Denmark now produces 30% of its electricity from wind 

power and this is predicted to rise to 50% by 2010. Both countries have encouraged 

this growth by “fixed feed tariffs” which guarantee a good price for private wind 

power operators.  

The UK is catching up and the government has set a target 10% of all 

electricity to come from renewable sources by 2010, half of this to be from wind 

power. The 900 wind turbines in operation generate 400 Mw of electricity and to 

meet the target roughly 400 Mw will need to be added each year. With the advances 

in technology this is technically possible. Each turbine can now produce 400 

Kilowatts (KW) compared to only 70 KW at the start of the 1980s. It will, however, 

need help from the government. This is being done by offering financial support 

and giving private power companies targets to meet.  

Because many people feel wind farms spoil the view and, also, because the 

wind is stronger at sea, many wind farms are now being built offshore. They are 

usually built a few kilometers off the coast in shallow water. The construction and 
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maintenance costs are higher, but electricity output is higher. The first in Britain 

was built in 2000 at Blyth, north of Newcastle, and was the largest in the world until 

May 2001, when a 20 turbine farm was opened at Middelgruden off Copenhagen. 

There are plans to construct up to 18 more in the UK by 2010. Together they will 

produce 800 Mw of electricity annually.  

The use of wind power is far less advanced in the USA. Only 0.5% of 

America’s power comes from the wind, although it is estimated that this could be 

increased to as high as 12% with no changes to the power grid. However, there is an 

increased interest in wind power. There are plans to build a huge offshore wind 

farm off the coast of Cape Cod on the North East seaboard. The farm will take up 

over 25 square miles, have 170 turbines and produce 420 Mw at a cost of $600 m. If 

constructed, it will be the world’s second biggest wind farm, after the 520 Mw farm 

planned in Ireland.  

 

Choose the best answer to the questions below. 

1) People do not like coal and oil powered power production because …  

a) it damages the environment. 

b) it is wasteful.. 

c) eventually it will run out. 

d) all of the above. 

2) Wind power …  

a) has only been used recently. 

b) promotes environmental awareness. 

c) cleans the environment. 

d) is not wasteful. 

Questions 3 – 7.Complete the following summary of the third paragraph from 

the IELTS sample reading using one or two words from the reading texts. 

 

British Wind Power 
 

While there was a great deal of interest in wind power in the 1970s, it (3) 

____  in the 1980s. This was mainly due to intense support for (4) ____ power and 

little help in making wind power affordable. So, even though Britain has some of 

the best winds in Europe, the first wind farm was only built in 1991. The farm at 

Delabole came out of opposition by (5)____ to a nuclear power plant. Initially, they 

were opposed by local officials due to fears about noise and possible obstruction to 

(6)____. This opposition was eventually overcome only after they were shown 

successful examples from (7)____.  

 

Questions 8 – 13. Match the country or countries below to the statements 

taken from the IELTS sample reading. 

BR______ Britain 

G______ Germany 

D______ Denmark 
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US______ The United States 

IRE______ Ireland 

N______ None of the countries 

 

8) Plans to produce 5% of its power using wind power. 

9) Produces 50% of its power from wind. 

10) Produces very little of its power using wind. 

11) Will have the world’s largest wind farm. 

12) Has ambitious plans in developing its wind power capacity. 

13) Was the leader in the early development of wind power. 

 

Text 11 

Forests and Global warming 

 

'The interaction between forests and global warming is turning out to be more 

complicated than was originally assumed. Some of the basic assumptions which 

have underpinned theories of how deforestation affects the atmosphere have to be 

re-examined. 

First of all, it needs to be said that forests are an asset to the environment of 

the planet. They provide a haven for wildlife, and are both beautiful and 

economically productive in their own right. Also, there can be no doubt that trees 

are essential 'carbon sinks'. That is, a forest takes global-warming carbon dioxide 

out of the environment and converts it into solid carbon in the form of wood. 

Forests also have a role to play as 'green lungs' for the planet. That is, in the process 

of photosynthesis, carbon dioxide is converted to oxygen without which humans 

would not be able to breathe. The process of photosynthesis requires water, which is 

released into the atmosphere through the plant's leaves, cooling the air in the 

process. Every tree may cause only a tiny drop in temperature, but when taken 

across forests which make up a considerable percentage of the earth's surface, the 

effect is noticeable. 

That said, the role of forests as 'green lungs' for the planet must not be over-

estimated. It has been found that a huge amount of the oxygen in the atmosphere 

comes not from forests but from other plants on the earth's surface (including crops 

planted by humans), and even more comes not from the land but from plants such as 

algae, seaweed and plankton in the sea.  

Nor does the absorption of carbon dioxide come without a price. Recently 

scientists discovered that growing plants emit methane, a gas usually associated 

with swamps and decay. It has now been shown that growing plants put out 

hundreds of times more methane that would be emitted if the plants were simply 

dead and rotting away. Since methane is a greenhouse gas, this means that forests 

are actually helping with some global warming. In fact some scientists believe that 

the deforestation which has been happening in some parts of the world has helped to 

slow methane build-up in the atmosphere. 
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Another way in which plants help to warm the atmosphere is because the 

leaves of trees absorb sunlight, and this makes them rather warmer than the air 

around them. Therefore though the overall effect of trees is cooling, both because 

they put out evaporated water and because leaves reflect some light back into space 

(and of course all the green light in the spectrum that falls on them), this effect is 

less than was originally thought. 

So should we consider reducing the number of forests on the earth's surface? 

Of course we should not. It is not the forests which are the problem, it is the human 

race. Recent decades have seen the fastest amount of warming that has ever been 

recorded, and almost all of it is due to human activity. Even methane emitted by all 

the forests on earth comes to less than 10% of the methane in the atmosphere, while 

humans have released so much carbon dioxide into the atmosphere that the air now 

has 25% more than it had a century ago.  

Nevertheless, the results of the recent scientific studies show that we must 

always be careful to avoid the law of unintended consequences, which says 

sometimes what you try to do have the opposite effect to what was intended. For 

example, it has been shown that the removal of pollutants from the atmosphere has 

had two effects. Firstly, as the air in some countries has become cleaner, both 

humans and the rest of the environment have benefitted from the improved air 

quality. But at the same time, many of these airborne pollutants were reflecting 

sunlight back into space. With them gone, the earth is absorbing more sunlight and 

becoming warmer. 

In the same way it has been shown that if much of the earth's surface was 

covered with forests, especially in the temperate zones, then so much carbon would 

be absorbed from the atmosphere that it would start to release the huge amounts of 

carbon dioxide that are now stored in the seas of the planet. If all this was released, 

then combined with the extra methane from the trees, global temperatures would 

actually start to rise. What all this shows is that, though deforestation is a major 

environmental issue, especially in the tropics (in some parts of Europe the forest 

cover is actually increasing) we cannot do as we have done in the past and try to 

make major changes to the environment without considering the full effects of our 

actions on the enormously complicated ecology of our planet.' 

 

1) Read the summary, and then write into the spaces five of the ten words you 

see underneath, choosing the best word to go into each space.  

 

valuable     epidemic     ways     development     pollution     covering     carbon     

greater     deforestation     estimates 

 

Forests are good for the planet, but 1)___ the planet with forest would not 

necessarily help to slow down global warming. This is because trees act both to 

warm the air and to cool it, and so the cooling effect is lower than some previous 2) 

___ Also, scientists have found that growing plants emit large amounts of methane, 

and this is also a greenhouse gas, that is, one of those gasses in the atmosphere 
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which hold heat and warm the air. Trees are valuable in extracting carbon from the 

air, and holding it as wood, which is also a 3) ___ economic resource. Also, trees 

change carbon dioxide for oxygen, which allows animals to breathe, but other plants 

do this besides trees in forests, and in fact the amount of oxygen produced by the 

oceans is 4) ___.  Overall, it may be that the only solution to global warming is for 

humans to change their 5)___, and try to maintain rather than restore the balance of 

nature. 

 

2) Do the sentences below agree with Mr Samdon's opinions or not? (Answer 

yes, no, doesn't say). 

 

 Yes No Doesn’t 

say 

6) Global warming is the biggest threat to the environment 

today. 

   

7) Trees are the major reason for global warming.    

8) The ocean is a major source of oxygen.    

9) Deforestation has reduced the amount of carbon dixoide 

in the atmosphere. 

   

10) Forest growth in the tropics is best for the planet.    

 

3) Choose the best ending for each sentence (a, b, c or d) 

11) Mr Samdon says that forests ___ 

a) are causes of global warming.  

b) have bad but mostly good effects on global warming.  

c) should not be replanted in temperate areas.  

d) are beautiful, but not an environmental issue.  

12) New scientific research has shown ___ 

a) that we need to look again at some ideas.  

b) that some older ideas were wrong.  

c) that global warming is caused by people.  

d) that methane comes from swamps.  

13) Mr Samdon believes that the amount of forest on the planet ___ 

a) should be greatly increased.  

b) should be kept to a natural level.  

c) need to be reduced slightly.  

d) must be considered, if this is the problem.  
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Environmental concerns 

 
 

   

    ACROSS  

2) Coal and gas for example.  

5) When large habitats are divided into 

smaller ones.  

7) Absorbs harmful ultraviolet 

radiation from the sun and is damaged 

by chlorofluorocarbons. 

8) Dense forest found in tropical areas 

of heavy rainfall.  

10) Under threat of extinction.  

12) To use or take advantage of. 

14) To over-exploit resources.  

16) What an animal hunts.  

17) Population of zero.  

18) Where an animal lives. 
 

   

  DOWN 

1) The destruction of woodland.  

3) A breed of animal.  

4) Environmentally friendly. 

6) Efforts to protect wildlife and 

natural resources.  

9) Variety of plant and animal species 

in an environment.  

10) The interaction of a community of 

organisms with their environment.  

11) A protected green area.  

13) Contamination. 

15) A type of renewable energy. 
 

 

 

1
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5
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             7
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  9
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     12
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Answers: 

Text 1 

1) a  2) c  3) c  4) a  5) c  6) c  7) b  8) d  9) a 

Text 4  

1) d waste 

2) a both 

3) a over 

4) b survive 

5) c such 

6) a adapt 

7) b die out 

8) a adapt 

9) a cut down 

10) d become 

11) b rate 

12) c already 

13) a threatened 

14) c damage 

15) a so that 

 Text 6 

1) where 

2) all / other 

3) of 

4) like 

5) such 

6) from 

7) a 

8) were 

9) down 

10) have 

11) s 

12) the 

13) there 

14) who 

15) their 

 Text 7 

1) a   ) c   3) d   4) d   5) a  

 Text 8 

1) c    2) d    3) d    4) b    5) c 

 Text 9 
1) d   2) b  3) b   4) a   5) d   6) c 

 Text 10 

1) d 

2) diminished 
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3) nuclear 

4) locals 

5) television signals 

6) Danish Farm / Denmark 

7) BR 

8) N 

9) US 

10) US 

11) D 

12) B 
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